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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is made in response to Amendment Under 37 CFR 1.111 
("Reply"), filed December 1, 2009. Applicant has amended Claims 1,11, and 21; has 
canceled Claims 35, 36, 40, 41, 45, and 46; and no claims have been added. As 
amended, Claims 1-34, 37-39, and 42-44 are presented for examination. 

2. In Office action of September 2, 2009 ("Office Action"): 

Claims 34, 39, and 44 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as 
failing to comply with the enablement requirement. 

Claims 1-32, 34-37, 39-42, and 44-46 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Yen et al., United States Patent (6,668,278 B1), hereinafter "Yen". 

Claims 33, 38, and 43 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Yen in view of Trajkovic et al, United States Patent (6,839,072 B2), 
hereinafter "Trajkovic". 



Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments, see Reply Pages 12-15, have been fully considered, but 
they are not persuasive. 

Applicant presents that Yen does not describe, teach, or suggest "wherein said 
user decides if and when said user announcement should be received, wherein said 
user chooses when to view said announcement" because "Yen notes that the recipient 
may explicitly set the threshold responsive to certain factors. Yen also notes that the 
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alert threshold may be implicitly responsive (that is, not set explicitly by the recipient)." 
Applicant further states that "Yen does not describe, teach, or suggest, however, that a 
user decides if and when an alert should be received , and when to view the alert ." 
(emphasis added by Applicant, as presented in Reply Page 14; with further reference to 
Yen Col. 12 Lines 7-31). 

Applicant appears to be arguing that the "exogenous factors" of Yen are only 
implicitly used as an alert threshold, such that the user can not explicitly control these 
factors. However, the Examiner notes that Yen states (Col. 12 Lines 7-1 1 and cited by 
Applicant in Reply Page 14) the alert threshold is responsive to "Being set explicitly by 
the recipient. The recipient can specify separate threshold responsive preference 
factors and exogenous factors described just below." Yen then states that the 
exogenous factors include, for example, "the day of the week" and "a time of day" (Col. 
12 Lines 27-31 and cited by Applicant in Reply Page 14). From these two sections of 
Yen, it is the Examiner's position that Yen discloses that a recipient can specify an alert 
threshold based on factors such as the day of the week and the time of day. Therefore, 
the Examiner submits that Yen teaches "wherein said user decides if and when said 
user announcement should be received, wherein said user chooses when to view said 
announcement" as required by Claims 1,11, and 21 . 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. Applicant has canceled "without any input from said user", which as previously 
presented in Claims 1,11, and 21 . Therefore the rejection of Claims 34, 39, and 44 
under 35 U.S. C. 112, first paragraph is withdrawn. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-32, 34, 37, 39, 42, and 44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Yen et al., United States Patent (6,668,278 B1), hereinafter "Yen". 

7. In reference to Claim 1 , Yen teaches a method for providing information related 
to a broadcast television program (generally shown in State Diagram of Fig. 2, as 
introduced in Col. 12 Lines 50-58), the method comprising: 

generating an announcement, remotely from a user's home, (additional 
information from broadcast television provider, internet service, or intranet service, as 
described in Col. 4 Line 65— Col. 5 Line 65; with further reference to Col. 6 Lines 35-44, 
Col. 7 Line 25— Col. 8 Line 33, Col. 13 Lines 7-19); 



Application/Control Number: 10/675,489 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2427 

delivering said announcement along with the broadcast television program for 
display on a television screen within the home (Background Element 121 receives and 
identifies information which is likely to be interesting to the recipient for display on 
Output Device 131 of Fig. 1, as described in Col. 6 Lines 1-9, Col. 7 Lines 25-40), 

wherein said user decides if and when said announcement should be received 
(recipient can set an alert threshold responsive to exogenous factors such as a day of 
the week or a time of day, as described in Col. 12 Lines 7-46), 

wherein said user chooses when to view said announcement (recipient can set 
an alert threshold responsive to exogenous factors such as a day of the week or a time 
of day, as described in Col. 12 Lines 7-46), 

wherein the announcement is displayed on the television screen (Foreground 
Element 122 presents an indicator for the item, as described in Col. 6 Lines 14-19, Col. 
1 1 Line 58 — Col. 12 Line 2), said announcement is independent of media content that is 
being displayed on said television screen at the time of said announcement 
(Foreground Element 122 can determine which information items can or should be 
displayed to the recipient, as described in Col. 9 Lines 27-50), and said announcement 
is delivered based on a profile of said user (set of preferences for the recipient, as 
described in Col. 9 Lines 53-60; with further reference to Col. 11 Lines 42-57 and Col. 
13 Lines 38-58); and 

receiving an input from the user that corresponds to the delivered announcement 
(Foreground Element 122 can request confirmation from the recipient, and if confirmed, 
immediately begin displaying the information item, as described in Col. 11 Lines 46-49). 
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8. In reference to Claim 2, Yen teaches the method according to Claim 1 , wherein 
the announcement comprises one or more of a service announcement, a media 
announcement, and/or a data announcement (media announcements, such as 
important news items as described in Col. 13 Lines 7-19; with further reference to Col. 4 
Line 65— Col. 5 Line 65). 

9. In reference to Claim 3, Yen teaches the method according to Claim 1 , 
comprising determining whether the received input one of accepts or rejects the 
delivered announcement (Foreground Element 122 can make several actions once the 
information item is received, such as request confirmation from the recipient, as 
described in Col. 11 Lines 42-57). 

10. In reference to Claim 4, Yen teaches the method according to Claim 3, 
comprising, if the received input selection accepts the delivered announcement, 
transferring media associated with the delivered announcement for display on the 
television screen (if confirmed, Foreground Element 122 begins displaying the 
information item, as described in Col. 11 Lines 46-49). 

11. In reference to Claim 5, Yen teaches the method according to Claim 4, 
comprising transferring the media concurrently with viewing of the broadcast television 
program (Background Element 121 is continuously operational to control the Information 
Receivers 110 and to receive and process information therefrom, as disclosed in Col. 6 
Lines 7-9). 

12. In reference to Claim 6, Yen teaches the method according to Claim 1 , 
comprising if the received input comprises an acceptance of the delivered 
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announcement and the delivered announcement comprises a service announcement, 
delivering service information related to the service announcement to the user within the 
home (electronic mail messages, as described in Col. 6 Lines 35-45; with further 
reference to Col. 4 Line 65— Col. 5 Line 65 and Col. 13 Lines 7-19). 

13. In reference to Claim 7, Yen teaches the method according to Claim 1 , wherein 
the input is generated from one or more of a remote control, a keyboard, a scanning 
device, and/or an audio processing device (Input Device 132, such as a television 
remote control, as described in Col. 6 Lines 45-51). 

14. In reference to Claim 8, Yen teaches the method according to Claim 1 , 
comprising generating supplemental information related to the announcement in 
response to the received input (information items are displayed following confirmation 
as described in Col. 1 1 Lines 46-49 and Col. 9 Lines 13-50). 

15. In reference to Claim 9, Yen teaches the method according to Claim 8 
comprising presenting the supplemental information to the user (display of information 
items, as described in Col. 9 Lines 13-50). 

16. In reference to Claim 1 0, Yen teaches the method according to Claim 8, 
comprising presenting on the television screen, the supplemental information to the user 
concurrently with the broadcast television program (Foreground Element 122 can enter 
active mode for presentation of information items in an unobtrusive location, as 
described in Col. 1 1 Line 61— Col. 12 Line 2; with further reference to Col. 9 Lines 13- 
50 and Col. 13 Lines 59-67). 
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1 7. In reference to Claim 32, Yen teaches the method according to Claim 1 , wherein 
said user profile is established by said user (recipient's preferences are responsive to 
being set explicitly by the recipient, as described in Col. 10 Lines 15-20). 

18. In reference to Claim 34, Yen teaches the method according to Claim 1 , 
comprising receiving said announcement based on interaction of said user (recipient's 
preferences are responsive to being set implicitly by the recipient, such as based on 
viewing habits, as described in Col. 10 Lines 21-25). 



1 9. In reference to Claim 1 1 , Yen teaches a machine-readable storage having stored 
thereon, a computer program having at least one coded section for providing 
information related to a broadcast television program, the at least one coded section 
being executable by a machine (Information Receiver 1 10 in conjunction with 
Multiplexer 120, as described in Col. 4 Lines 26-64) for causing the machine to perform 
the method of Claim 1 (as addressed above). 

20. The limitations of Claim 1 2 have been addressed with reference to the machine- 
readable storage of Claim 1 1 and the method of Claim 2. 

21 . The limitations of Claim 1 3 have been addressed with reference to the machine- 
readable storage of Claim 1 1 and the method of Claim 3. 

22. The limitations of Claim 14 have been addressed with reference to the machine- 
readable storage of Claim 1 1 and the method of Claim 4. 
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23. The limitations of Claim 15 have been addressed with reference to the machine- 
readable storage of Claim 1 1 and the method of Claim 5. 

24. The limitations of Claim 16 have been addressed with reference to the machine- 
readable storage of Claim 1 1 and the method of Claim 6. 

25. The limitations of Claim 17 have been addressed with reference to the machine- 
readable storage of Claim 1 1 and the method of Claim 7. 

26. The limitations of Claim 18 have been addressed with reference to the machine- 
readable storage of Claim 1 1 and the method of Claim 8. 

27. The limitations of Claim 1 9 have been addressed with reference to the machine- 
readable storage of Claim 1 1 and the method of Claim 9. 

28. The limitations of Claim 20 have been addressed with reference to the machine- 
readable storage of Claim 1 1 and the method of Claim 10. 

29. The limitations of Claim 37 have been addressed with reference to the machine- 
readable storage of Claim 1 1 and the method of Claim 32. 

30. The limitations of Claim 39 have been addressed with reference to the machine- 
readable storage of Claim 1 1 and the method of Claim 34. 



31 . In reference to Claim 21 , Shoff teaches a system for providing information related 
to a broadcast television program (as shown in Fig. 1 and described in Col. 4 Line 23— 
Col. 7 Line 22), the system comprising: at least one processor (processor as part of 
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Multiplexer 120, as described in Col. 4 Line 23-34) that performs the method of Claim 1 
(as addressed above). 

32. The limitations of Claim 22 have been addressed with reference to the system of 
Claim 21 and the method of Claim 2. 

33. The limitations of Claim 23 have been addressed with reference to the system of 
Claim 21 and the method of Claim 3. 

34. The limitations of Claim 24 have been addressed with reference to the system of 
Claim 21 and the method of Claim 4. 

35. The limitations of Claim 25 have been addressed with reference to the system of 
Claim 21 and the method of Claim 5. 

36. The limitations of Claim 26 have been addressed with reference to the system of 
Claim 21 and the method of Claim 6. 

37. The limitations of Claim 27 have been addressed with reference to the system of 
Claim 21 and the method of Claim 7. 

38. The limitations of Claim 28 have been addressed with reference to the system of 
Claim 21 and the method of Claim 8. 

39. The limitations of Claim 29 have been addressed with reference to the system of 
Claim 21 and the method of Claim 9. 

40. The limitations of Claim 30 have been addressed with reference to the system of 
Claim 21 and the method of Claim 10. 

41 . In reference to Claim 31 , Yen teaches the system according to Claim 21 , wherein 
the at least one processor is one or more of a media processing system processor, a 
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media management system processor, a computer processor, media exchange 
software processor, and/or a media peripheral processor (computer processor, as 
described in Col. 4 Lines 23-34). 

42. The limitations of Claim 42 have been addressed with reference to the system of 
Claim 21 and the method of Claim 32. 

43. The limitations of Claim 44 have been addressed with reference to the system of 
Claim 21 and the method of Claim 34. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

44. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

45. Claims 33, 38, and 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Yen in view of Trajkovic et al, United States Patent (6,839,072 B2), 
hereinafter "Trajkovic". 

46. In regards to Claim 33, Yen teaches the method according to Claim 1 , however 
does not explicitly disclose wherein said user profile is a default user profile assigned to 
said user. 

In a similar field of invention, Trajkovic teaches a method and system for 
organizing data related to television programs according to the preferences of a user 
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(Abstract). Trajkovic additionally teaches that a default user profile can be assigned to 
the user (Col. 3 Lines 49-61). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Yen's teachings of delivering announcements based on a user 
profile to include a default user profile, as taught by Trajkovic, so that if a user does not 
have a profile one may be provided (as Trajkovic discusses in Col. 3 Lines 49-61). 

47. The limitations of Claim 38 have been addressed with reference to the machine- 
readable storage of Claim 1 1 and the method of Claim 33. 

48. The limitations of Claim 43 have been addressed with reference to the system of 
Claim 21 and the method of Claim 33. 



Conclusion 

49. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
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extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

50. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to PATRICK A. RYAN whose telephone number is 
(571)270-5086. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon to Thur, 8:00am - 
5:00pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Scott Beliveau can be reached on (571) 272-7343. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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